









































































































































































































































































































































Section 28.06

Action on Sign Permit

The Zoning Inspector shall issue a sign permit upon submittal of a
completed application and payment of applicable fees if he/she
determines that the provisions of this Ordinance have been met. The
fee for a sign permit shall be doubled if the construction or physical
alteration for which the permit is sought was commenced prior to the
application for the permit. If the application for a sign permit is

denied, the applicant shall be given written notice of such denial, along
with the reasons therefore.

Appeals

Any decision made by the Zoning Inspector under the terms of this

Article may be appealed to the Board of Zoning Appeals in the manner
set forth in Article VII of this Resolution.

Signs Which Do Not Require a Permit

The following signs may be erected without a permit. Such signs, however,
shall be subject to all other provisions of this Article:

A.

Signs or posters concemning candidates for elective office, public issues
and similar matters to be decided by public election, to be displayed
beginning no more than ninety (90) days prior to election, and to be
removed no later than fifteen (15) days after such election, subject to
penalty. Such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in area,
shall not be illuminated, and shall not be located within a public right-
of-way nor be affixed to any public utility pole or street tree. In
addition, such sign shall not be located in any manner so as to create a

safety or visibility hazard. Signs that exceed the standards of this
Section shall require a sign permit.

Signs that indicate the sale, development, rental or lease of a particular
structure or land area, provided such sign does not exceed sixteen (16)
square feet in area. One such sign shall be allowed per street front. Such
signs shall not be located in a public right-of-way.

Temporary window signs which promote special business sales,
promotions or occasions. No business shall display such signs for
more than thirty (30) days per calendar year.

Signs, which are less than fifteen (15) square feet in size and mounted
or attached flat or parallel onto a building face of an administrative,
business or professional office building, which denote the name and
address of an occupant in a building where more than one tenant is
located, and which has individual and separate entries.

Temporary signs not exceeding fifty (50) square feet in area erected on
a site owned or controlled by a non-profit organization or group,
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Section 28.07

including but not limited to sites used for sporting or similar
community events.

A sign which advertises the sale of personal property, such as a
garage, yard, porch or moving sale sign provided such sign is located
on the sale premises for a time period not greater than three (3)
consecutive days, and is not to be located in a public right-of-way nor
affixed to any public utility pole or street tree. Such signs shall not be
located in such a manner so as to create a safety or visibility hazard.

Temporary construction signs which display the identification of
the construction project, including identification of the contractors,
architects and other construction principals. Such construction sign
shall be limited to one (1) per construction site, shall not exceed
sixteen (16) square feet in area, and shall be removed upon the
completion of construction or the commencement of occupancy,

whichever event occurs first. Such signs shall not be located within the
public right-of-way.

Signs determined by the Board of Zoning Appeals to be similar to
those specified in A-G above.

General Requirements

Temporary and/or permanent signs erected after the date of this Resolution
) shall comply with the following standards and requirements:

A.

Off-Premises Signs and Outdoor Advertising

Outdoor advertising and other signs promoting a product or service not
located on the premises shall be considered a business use and shall be
allowed in and subject to the development standards of the GB, HB
and GE Districts, and the following:

1. All off-premises signs other than directional signs specified in
Section 28.07 A(2) below, shall conform to all yard and
setback requirements for the zoning district in which it is
located.

2. Not more than two (2) off-premises directional signs shall be
permitted, directing persons to a business located elsewhere.
Each such directional sign shall not exceed four (4) square feet
in area.

3. The height of an outdoor advertising sign shall not exceed
fifteen (15) feet above natural grade and shall not exceed 200
square feet in area. Outdoor advertising signs that exceed this
standard shall be considered billboards and subject to the
additional provisions of Section 28.07 B below.
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4. All permitted outdoor advertising signs shall be licensed or

permitted as may by required by other local, federal or state
agencies.

4
A

5, Outdoor advertising signs shall be located not less than 200
feet from any adjacent residential zoning district.

6. No outdoor advertising shall be erected or maintained in trees,
or constructed, drawn or painted directly onto rocks or other
natural features.

B. Billboards

Billboards, as defined in Section 28.02B, are considered as a conditional
use in the HB and GE Districts, requiring approval by the Board of
Zoning Appeals, and shall be subject to the following conditions:

l. Billboards shall be allowed only on properties having direct
frontage on arterial federal highways designated as on the
primary system. Not more than one (1) billboard shall be
allowed on any single property existing as of the effective date
of this amendment. The erection of all billboards shall comply
with all federal and state requirements.

2 Any billboard shall maintain a maximum height of thirty-five
(35) feet. The maximum display area for any billboard shall
) not exceed 300 square feet per side.

3. Said billboard structures must be set back from the established

right-of-way of any roadway not less than one hundred (100)
feet.

4, At a property at any intersection, any billboard structure shall
not be located less than two hundred (200) feet from the
established right-of-way line of each highway or thoroughfare,
or in such other manner as to interfere with, or obstruct clear

vision of such intersection in any direction for a distance of
250 feet.

5 No such billboard structure shall be permitted which faces the
front or side lot line of any lot or parcel of land in any FR, SR-
1 or SR-2 District, and is within three hundred (300) feet of
such lot line. No billboard shall be located less than 1,000 feet
from any residence.

6. No billboard shall be erected within 1,000 feet from any other
billboard.
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On-Premises Signs

Free-standing, wall-mounted, window or projecting signs identifying
and/or promoting uses or activities on the premises are permitted as
part of the principal use in the LB, GB, HB, GE, GI and SU Districts.
In the HB and SU Districts, the location of such sign must be in strict
compliance with the Development Plan submitted as part of the
approval process. The permitted number, structural type, area and
height of permanent on-premises signs shall be as specified in TABLE
I, which is hereby made a part of this Resolution.
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SECTION 28.07 C/ TABLE I

PERMITTED NUMBER AND STRUCTURAL TYPE OF SIGNS
(PERMANENT ON-PREMISES SIGNS)

USE /
DISTRICT

Institutional
Schools, churches, hospitals and other
public facilities in all districts

Commercial/Office

Permitted / conditional uses in the
LB District

Business / professional offices in the
GB District

Other commercial uses in the
GB District

Permitted / conditional uses in the
HB District

Industrial

Permitted / conditional uses in the
GE and GI Districts

Institutional
Schools, churches, hospitals and other
public facilities in all districts

Commercial/Office/
Permitted / conditional uses in the
LB District

Business / professional offices in the
GB District

Other commercial uses in the
GB District

Permitted / conditional uses in the
HB District

Industrial

Permitted / conditional uses in the
GE and GI Districts

PERMITTED
SIGN TYPES

Wall, freestanding
window

Wall, freestanding,
window,

Wall, window, projecting,
freestanding

Wall, freestanding, window,
projecting, awning, canopy

Wall, freestanding, window,
projecting, awning, canopy

Wall, freestanding, window

40 (all signs)
32 per sign

32 (all signs)
10 (freestanding)

32 (all signs)
10 (freestanding)

64 (all signs)
10 (freestanding)

3 per lineal foot of bldg.
frontage; 100 S.F.
maximum all signs,
subject to Section 28.07 F
below; 32 (freestanding)
subject to Section 28.07
below

3 per lineal foot of bldg.

MAXIMUM
NUMBER OF SIGNS

1 per frontage

2 per frontage
(only one freestanding)

2 per frontage
(only one freestanding)

2 per frontage
(only one freestanding)

2 per frontage
(only one freestanding)

2 per frontage

15 (wall)
10 (freestanding)

10

10

15

20 (freestanding)

15 (other types)

30 (wall signs for
buildings over 25,000
S.F. floor area)

All above subject
Section 28.07 F below

15

frontage; 100 S.F. maximum

all signs 32 (freestanding)
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NOTES / TABLE I:

» For the purposes of calculating the number of permitted signs, "frontage" shall be
interpreted as frontage on a publicly dedicated and improved street or roadway. It is
understood that some shopping centers may have buildings in which the front facade

does not parallel the “frontage”. Such buildings are entitled to the same signage as if the
Sfacades were parallel to the frontage.

* Plans for signage in particular districts must be submitted with the required Development
Plan, as specified in the zoning district regulations; the Planning and Zoning
Commission may impose additional requirements.

 See Section 26.03 for signage requirements for home occupations.

» Not more than one (1) sign per business per street frontage in any district shall be a
freestanding sign.

* No on-premises freestanding sign shall be erected closer than fifteen (15) feet to the road
right-of-way.

* Buildings or single developments with multiple business occupants sharing a common
entrance from the street, i.e., shopping centers, shall be permitted one (1) joint
identification sign in addition to signage permitted above. Such joint identification sign
shall meet the requirements of Section 28.07F, below. Shopping centers in excess of
250,000 square feet of gross floor area in size shall be permitted two (2) such signs.

* No individual business (users) within a shopping center shall use a separate freestanding
sign except for freestanding outparcel buildings located within the shopping center.

e In the event that two or more outparcel-type uses share an entrance for purposes of
access management, each outparcel shall be entitled to a free-standing ground sign.

 In addition to the designated number of permitted signs, nonresidential uses along
arterial or collector highways within the GB, HB, GE and GI Districts shall be allowed
a maximum of two (2) directional signs, each not exceeding two (2) square feet in area.
Such directional signs shall clearly be for the purpose of designating entrances and/or
exits and directing customers to the internal circulation network on the site.

* Joint Identification Signs in the LB, GB, HB, GE and GI Districts are permitted
pursuant to the provisions of Section 28.07.F.
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Portable Signs

Portable signs, as defined in Section 28.02B 10, shall be permitted as
temporary signs, so long as the gross sign area for the property, as
specified in Section 28.07C above, is not exceeded.

Permanent Subdivision Identification Signs

Permanent signs identifying a residential subdivision shall be limited to
not more than two (2) signs located at the entrance to the subdivision.

Joint Identification Signs

Joint identification signs shall be limited to wall or freestanding signs,
on premises where there are two (2) or more uses located on one (1)
property (e.g., a shopping center) on one (1) or more public street(s).

A joint identification sign in the LB District shall not exceed twenty
(20 square feet and ten (10) feet in height. A joint identification sign in
the GB, GE and GI Districts shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square
feet and fifteen (15) feet in height. A joint identification sign in the
HB shall not exceed seventy-five (75) square feet and thirty (30) feet in
height.

Total Sign Area in HB District

The total sign area of all signs associated with an individual user in the
HB District shall not exceed: 100 square feet for users with a gross
building area of less than 10,000 square feet, 125 square feet for users
with a gross building area greater than 10,000 square feet and less than
25,000 square feet, 150 square feet for users with a gross building area
greater than 25,000 square feet and less than 50,000 square feet, 175
square feet for users with a gross building area greater than 50,000
square feet and less than 75,000 square feet and 200 square feet for
users with a gross building area greater than 75,000 square feet. The
total area of all signs for buildings or single developments with
multiple business occupants sharing a common entrance (e.g.,
shopping center), shall not be greater than three (3) square feet per
lineal feet of building frontage on a public street or road and parking
areas, not to exceed two (2) building sides.

General Requirements for all Signs

1. When a sign is proposed to be illuminated, such illumination
shall be from a concealed or indirect light source, and shall not
flash, blink, fluctuate in intensity, travel, move, or in any
manner fail to provide constant illumination, and shall not
create a hazard or visibility problem or interfere with or impair
vehicular traffic. The level of illumination emitted from a sign
shall not be of an intensity to constitute a demonstrable safety
hazard to vehicular movement on any street. Illuminated signs
shall be constructed and maintained so that the source of
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Section 28.08

illumination is shielded or otherwise prevented from beaming
directly onto adjacent properties or streets.

2. Moving signs, and/or signs that change or alter the display
surface using mechanical, electronic or any other available
technology shall be considered as a conditional use within the
GB and HB Districts, and shall require specific approval of the
Board of Zoning Appeals.

3. All signs and parts thereof, including any electrical wiring,
shall be erected, constructed, and maintained so as not to
constitute a safety hazard.

4, No sign nor part of any of a sign shall be placed in, over, or

extend onto any public right-of-way, nor shall any part of a
sign be placed over, or extend above the roof of any structure.

5. No sign shall be located so as to hinder clear sight within fifty
(50) feet in both directions at the intersection of any roadway

with a federal or state highway.

Measurement of Sign

For the purposes of this Resolution, the measurement of sign area shall comply
with the following standards:

A.

Section 28.09

A.

Sign area shall include the face(s) of all the display area(s) of the sign
not including bracing, framing and structural supports of the sign,
unless such support members are made part of the message or face of
the design. Unless otherwise indicated in these regulations, where a
single sign has two or more display faces which are situated back-to-
back, the area of a single face of the sign shall be used to determine the
permitted area of the sign.

The area of signs consisting of letters, numbers or emblems mounted
on a building wall or wall extension shall be computed by enclosing
such sign with the smallest single continuous perimeter consisting of
rectangular or series of rectangles around the letters, number or
emblems, and determining the area within.

Nonconforming Signs
Abandonment
The continuance of an existing sign which does not meet the
regulations and requirements of this Article shall be deemed a
nonconforming sign which shall terminate by abandonment when any

of the following conditions exist:

1. When the sign is associated with an abandoned use.
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When the sign remains after the termination of a business. A
business has ceased operations if it is closed to the public for at
least ninety (90) consecutive days. Seasonal businesses are
exempt from this requirement.

When the sign is not maintained or does not conform to the
following:

a) All signs, together with all supports, braces, guys and
anchors shall be kept in a proper state of repair.

b) Every sign and the immediately surrounding premises
shall be maintained by the owner, or his/her agent, in a
clean sanitary and inoffensive condition, free from all
obnoxious substances, rubbish and weeds.

Upon finding that the sign is abandoned, the right to maintain and use
such sign shall terminate immediately. The removal of an abandoned
sign shall be the responsibility of the owner of the property.

Relocation or Replacement

A nonconforming sign shall not be structurally relocated or replaced
unless it is brought into compliance with the provisions of this Section.

Maintenance

A nonconforming sign shall be maintained or repaired in accordance
with the following provisions:

15

The size and structural shape of the sign shall not be changed
or altered. The copy may be changed provided that the change
applies to the original use associated with the sign at the time
the sign became nonconforming. The copy area shall not be
enlarged.

In the event that damage occurs to the sign to the extent that

more than fifty percent (50%) of the replacement value is lost,
the sign shall be removed within sixty (60) days.
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ARTICLE XXIX

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESSES

Section 29.01 Purpose

The purpose of this Article is to promote the public health, safety and welfare
of the residents of Circleville Township through the regulation of adult entertainment
businesses. It is the intent of this Article to regulate businesses, as defined herein, in
such a manner as to prevent the erosion of the character of the surrounding
neighborhoods, and to prohibit the establishment of such businesses within close

proximity to schools, churches, residential areas, parks and playgrounds within the
Township.

Section 29.02 Definitions

A.  “Adult Entertainment Facility” means any establishment which is
involved in one or more of the following listed categories:

1.  “Adult Book Store” means an establishment which utilizes fifteen
percent (15%) or more of its retail selling area for the purpose of
retail sale or rental, or for the purpose of display by coin or slug-
operated, or motion picture machines, projectors, or other image-
producing devices, or both, books, magazines, other periodicals,
films, tapes and cassettes which are distinguished by their

emphasis on “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical
areas” as defined below.

2. “Adult Motion Picture” means a facility for the display of motion
pictures which is regularly used or utilizes fifteen percent (15%) or
more of its total viewing time for presenting material distinguished
or characterized by an empbhasis to “specified sexual activities” or
“specified anatomical areas,” for observation by patrons therein.

3. “Adult Entertainment Business” means any establishment involved
in the sale or services of products characterized by the exposure or
presentation of “specified anatomical areas” or physical contact of
live male or females, and which is characterized by salacious
conduct appealing to prurient interest for the observation or
participation in by patrons. Services or products included within
the scope of adult entertainment business are photography,
dancing, reading, massage, and similar functions which utilize

activities as specified above.
B.  “Specified Sexual Activities” means any of the following:

I.  Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal.

2. Acts, real or simulated, or human masturbation, sexual intercourse,
sodomy, cunnilingus, fellatio, or sadomasochistic sexual abuse.
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3. Fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic regions,
buttocks, or female breasts.

“Specified Anatomical Areas” mean any of the following:

1. Less than completely covered human genitals, pubic region,
buttocks, and female breasts below a point immediately above the
top of the areola.

2. Human male genitals in a discernible turgid state.

“Fine Art Gallery” means any display of art work which is individually
crafted and signed by the artist, or which is limited in edition to 1,000 or
less.

“Sexually explicit nudity” means the sexually oriented and explicit
showing of nudity, including, but not limited to, close-up views, poses,
or depiction in such position or manner which present or expose such
nudity to prominent, focal, or obvious viewing attention.

“Visibly displayed” means the material is visible on any sign, viewing
screen, marquee, newsstand, display rack, window, show case, display
case, or other similar display area that is visible from any part of the
general public or otherwise, or that is visible from any part of the
premises where a juvenile is or may be allowed, permitted, or invited, as
part of the general public or otherwise, or that is visible from a public
street, sidewalk, park, alley, residence, playground, school, or other place
to which juveniles, as part of the general public or otherwise, has
unrestrained and reasonable anticipated access and presence.

Section 29.03  Exceptions

Nothing in this Article shall be construed to pertain to:

A

The purchase, distribution, exhibition and/or loan of any work of art,
book, magazine or other printed material or manuscript by an accredited
museum, library, fine art gallery, school or museum of higher learning.

The exhibition and/or performance of any play, drama tableau, or motion
picture by any theater, museum, library, fine art gallery, school, or
institution of higher leaming either supported by public appropriation or
which is an accredited institution supported by private funds.

Section 29.04 Location

Adult Entertainment Facilities shall be considered a conditional use in the GB
District, and shall be subject to the following conditions:

A.

No adult entertainment facility shall be established within 1,500 feet of
any residence or district where residences are a permitted use.
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No adult entertainment facility shall be established within a radius of
1,500 feet of any school, library, or teaching facility, whether public or
private, when such school, library, or teaching facility is attended by
persons under 18 years of age.

No adult entertainment facility shall be established within a radius of

1,500 feet of any park or recreational facility attended by persons under
18 years of age.

No adult entertainment facility shall be established within a radius of
1,500 feet of any church, synagogue, or permanently established place of
religious services attended by persons under 18 years of age.

No adult entertainment facility shall be established within a radius of
1,500 feet of any other adult entertainment facility.

No advertisements, displays or other promotional materials displaying
specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas shall be shown or
exhibited so as to be visible to the public from pedestrian sidewalks or
walkways, or from other public or semi-public areas.

All building openings, entries, windows, etc. for adult entertainment uses
shall be located, covered, or serviced in such a manner as to prevent a

view into the interior from any public or semi-public area, sidewalk or
street.

No screens, loudspeakers or sound equipment shall be used for aduit
motion picture theaters (enclosed or drive-in) that can be seen or
discerned from public or semi-public area.
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ARTICLE XXX

RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE
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